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Overview 
Project Background 
 

Belmore Park is on Gadigal Country. It’s an important historical park and a major connection point 
to Central station. It hosts regular political demonstrations and cultural gatherings, including Lunar 
New Year celebrations. 

The park is a significant place with enduring connection for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, activism and cultural practice. Its closeness to Central station makes it an important place 
for members of the Stolen Generations. 

Improving Belmore Park is a priority in our Haymarket and Chinatown revitalisation 
strategy and Haymarket and Chinatown public domain plan. We developed the strategy and plan 
after hearing from more than 1,150 people who contributed to the community’s vision for 
Haymarket. 

When we consulted the community, we heard that improving safety, sightlines and entrances to the 
park is important, along with reinterpreting the bandstand and the creative use of lighting. 

We also heard that the park could be more inviting with better paths and cycleways, more seating 
and spaces for recreation. These improvements would encourage people to enjoy one of the 
bigger green spaces in Central Sydney. 

 
In this consultation, which ran between the 9 March and the 6 April, we wanted to hear the 
community’s views on our proposed improvements to Belmore Park. The plans were presented on 
the website as downloadable PDFs and in person at three pop-ups in the park.  

The plans and feedback survey were made available in English, Simplified Chinese and Thai.  

Key features of the design include: 

• simpler paths with new surfaces 

• better lighting for people to feel safer at night 

• exploring ways to turn the bandstand into a fun play space 

• a place for the community to meet and spend time together 

• more greenery, planter beds and seating 

• keeping all mature and healthy trees in the park. 
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Purpose of engagement 
The purpose of this engagement was to notify and involve the community in the upgrade of 
Belmore Park. We consulted the local community to ensure their views were reflected in the 
upgrade.  

Outcomes of engagement 

Demographic data 
Demographic data was supplied by 108 participants. 
 
Age 
A wide range of ages participated in the consultation. Ages ranged between 18 to over 65 years 
with the highest proportion of participants being in the 35-44 age range.  
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162 Total submissions received 

139 Survey submissions (114 surveys in English / 25 surveys in Thai) 

22 Written submissions received via email 

1 Phone submission 

2002 Sydney Your Say webpage visits 

715 Downloads of the concept design (in English) 

35 Downloads of the concept design (in Simplified Chinese) 

13 Downloads of the concept design (in Thai) 
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Gender 
 
61 men and 39 women participated in the consultation. 3 people identified as non-binary and 5 
participants preferred not to provide their gender.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Relationship to the area 
 
The majority of people that participated in the consultation lived in the area. This was followed 
closely by people that worked in the area. People were able to select more than one option.  
 

 
 
The top four suburbs that participants live in are Surry Hills, Redfern, Haymarket and the CBD.  
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Relationship to Belmore park 
 
The majority of people that participated in the consultation walk or cycle through Belmore park. 
People also identified as attending events, relaxing and socialising in the park. People were able to 
select more than one option. 
 

 
 
 
Submissions were received from individuals and a range of businesses and organisations, 
including: 
 

• BIKEast 
• Chinese Australian Historical Society 
• Chinatown Action Committee 
• Digital purpose 
• International Student Navigator Australia 
• Lady Chu 
• Link Up Sydney 
• Orange Sky Australia 
• Pup dates 
• Rung Peaung Trading P/L 
• Splinter 
• St Vincent De Paul 
• Thaitown Business and the Thai Community Association 
• Xytopia Architects 
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Key findings 
Strong overall support for the proposed design 
 
Overall, the proposed concept design for Belmore park receive very strong support with 92% of 
survey participants selecting support or strongly support in response to the question: ‘Overall, do 
you support the proposed improvements to Belmore park?’  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Support for the primary elements of the proposed design 
 
Consultation participants were asked in the survey to what extent they supported the primary 
elements of the proposed design - all elements received strong support. 
 

• New lighting on main paths (97% Support/Strongly support) 
• Simpler path network and upgraded surfaces (94% Support/Strongly support) 
• More seating (90% Support/Strongly support) 
• Larger open lawns and more garden beds (87% Support/Strongly support) 
• New community gathering space (86% Support/Strongly support) 
• The interpretation of the bandstand as a play space (70% Support/Strongly support) 

 
 
The graphs to follow provide more information regarding the relative support for each element.  

Strongly support
47%

Support
45%

Neutral
6%

Do not support
2%

Overall, do you support the proposed improvements 
to Belmore Park?
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New lighting on main paths  
 
New lighting on main paths received the highest percentage of support with  
97% of people supporting or strongly supporting this element.  
 

 
 
 

 
Simpler path network and upgraded surfaces 
 
Simpler path network and upgraded surfaces was also strongly supported with 94% of people 
supporting or strongly supporting this element.  
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More seating  
 
More seating was again an element that was strongly supported with 90% of people supporting or 
strongly supporting this.  
 

 
 
 
 
Larger open lawns and more garden beds  
 
The concept of larger open lawns and more garden beds was also well received by consultation 
participants with 87% of people supporting or strongly supporting this aspect of the design. 
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New community gathering space  
 
The concept of a new community gathering space within the park was also well received with 86% 
of people supporting or strongly supporting this idea.  
 

 
 
 
 
The interpreting of the bandstand as a play space  
 
70% of consultation participants supported or strongly supported the concept of interpreting the 
bandstand as a play space.  
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Written comments 
Consultation participants provided written feedback both in the survey, via emails and over the 
phone. The following data summarises participant’s ideas and concerns. 

 

Survey data – written comments 
In the survey participants were asked why Belmore park was important to them? 

 

Why is Belmore park important to you?  
 

 
 
Discussion of graphed themes 
To follow is a summary of what people said in relation to the themes graphed in the table above.  

People told us they consider Belmore park an important large green space in the centre of Sydney, 
providing a rare and essential “lung” for the city and home for wildlife. People appreciate its 
established shady trees and grassy lawns.  

“I love the big old trees that give you shade during the summer, and even when it's pouring 
rain you can comfortably walk from Eddy Avenue to Hay Street without getting wet.” 
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People told us that the park offers a leafy, quiet break from the ‘hustle and bustle’ of the city and 
that they use it to relax, eat lunch, exercise, meet up with people and walk their dogs.  

Many people suggested Belmore park provides an important transit route from Central station 
trains and buses into the CBD and Haymarket for people walking and cycling.  

People welcomed the renewal of the park and felt it was definitely in need of rejuvenation. 
Respondents suggested that it feels neglected and has unused potential. It could be cleaner, with 
better paths, and amenities like toilets. People suggested that it can feel unsafe, particularly at 
night. Safety associated with the movement of pedestrians and people riding was also noted and 
will be expanded on in the next section of this report.  

People considered that the renewal would increase the desire for people to spend time and linger 
in the park and this would be aided by activations, such as coffee carts or a café, gym equipment, 
power for musicians, a kids play area, dog park facilities and recreational equipment like ping-pong 
tables. 

For many people Belmore park is an historically important place to connect – its central location 
making it a natural gathering place to meet friends or for the public to gather for rallies or cultural 
events, including for First Nations, the Chinese and Thai communities.  

“This area is not just a public park. It is a very important space for different communities. It is 
used for holding cultural and traditional events, helping to build unity and harmony, and 
supporting ongoing economic activity.” 

 

What do you want to tell us about the Belmore park concept design? 
Survey participants were also given space to give us their thoughts specifically about the Belmore 
park concept design. The most commonly mentioned ideas are listed below.  
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Discussion of graphed themes 
To follow is a summary of what people said in relation to the themes graphed in the table above.  

 

Interaction of pedestrians and people on bikes in Belmore park (42 responses) 
The most commonly mentioned concern amongst consultation participants is the current 
arrangement that sees people riding and pedestrians share space in the park. The current shared 
route along the eastern-most path of Belmore park was considered congested, confusing and 
dangerous for both pedestrians and cyclists. E-bikes were mentioned as being particularly 
dangerous due to the speed they travel (limiting of share-bike parking in the park was also 
mentioned via geofencing). 

“I think it is very important to create separate bike lanes in the park or at least color lanes that 
the bikes know where to ride and people know where to walk. I walk to work every day through 
the park and I feel unsafe walking sometimes because I am not sure if there is a bike behind 
me.” 

 

The entrance to the eastern shared path from Eddy Avenue was highlighted as a particular point of 
congestion (Location 2 in the concept plan).   

“Location 2 in the concept plan is currently the worst point for cyclist/pedestrian contention. 
With many cyclists coming down the hill quickly, and large groups of pedestrians making it 
hard for cyclists to move fast enough to remain mounted on the uphill.” 

 

Proposed solutions 
Separate Cycleway through the park 
Consultation participants proposed two primary solutions to this issue, both involving creating 
separate spaces for cyclists and pedestrians to travel through.  

“This is a heavily used commuter cycling corridor and the conflict is a genuine safety issue - 
one I've experienced as both a cyclist and a pedestrian. The solution should be one of two 
things: dedicated separation within the eastern path if width allows, or investment in redirecting 
through-cyclists to Elizabeth/Castlereagh Street as the default commuter route. Mixing high-
volume commuter cycling with a park designed for lingering and community use won't work.” 

The most commonly mentioned solution was to create a separate cycleway along the eastern edge 
of Belmore park following the existing eastern-edge path line. Suggestions included: 

• A two-way cycleway through the length of the park along the existing eastern path 
(widening the path eastwards if need be) 

• Cycleway markings at high congestion points – particularly between the cycleway that joins 
Eddy Avenue and the entrance to the park’s south easterly path.  

• Separate cycling entry point from Eddy Avenue to the east of existing south eastern 
pedestrian entry, including the idea of a subway tunnel from existing cycleway that joins 
Eddy Avenue leading into the park, widening the entry to accommodate both modes of 
travel and markings to encourage cyclist to stay right and pedestrians left.   

It was also noted that if it is to remain a shared path the paths should be widened (the width in 
Prince Alfred park was noted as being more successful). Better wayfinding and shared path 
marking and signage in the park was also suggested, including wayfinding directions to cycle lanes 
that connect the edges of the park to other parts of the city. Further to connections with other parts 
of the city it was noted that access from the Eddy Avenue cycleway to Pitt street, which leads into 
Haymarket, could be improved.  
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Separate Cycleway along Elizabeth Street 
The other primary suggestion was to extend the existing bike lane that passes by the Chalmers 
street light rail stop so that it runs along Elizabeth Street, bypassing Belmore park altogether, and 
linking up with the existing cycle lane on Castlereagh Street via Hay Street or Campbell Street.  

“Please extend a cycle path along Elizabeth St to Hay St, and then ban cyclists from using 
Belmore Park. This will improve safety for both cyclists and pedestrians and remove the 
feeling of Belmore Park being just a high-speed commuting thoroughfare, when it should be a 
calm destination.” 

 
Safety concerns (22 responses) 
The safety of Belmore park was raised as a concern. Separate from the safety issues related to 
interactions of cyclists and pedestrians, the majority of people writing about safety noted generally 
that Belmore park can feel unsafe. 

Those that detailed their concerns more specifically mentioned that safety concerns are generated 
by the presence of homeless people and the poor surface of the paths.  

People suggested path resurfacing, better lighting, CCTV surveillance and increased security 
patrols as ways safety could be improved in the park.  

 

Activation ideas and supporting infrastructure (22 responses) 
Consultation participants felt that Belmore park was underutilised and had great potential for 
activations and engagement. It was suggested that setting up volunteer community groups to 
promote events would be a good way to increase event attendance. It was noted that loud events 
such as protests and amplified music can disrupt local residents and that they should be notified of 
upcoming events. 

 

Ideas for events: 

• The park’s proximity to the Thaitown Community and Chinatown Community mean it is a 
good location for community activities and cultural events. 

• Pop-up Asian inspired eateries / twilight food market  
• Free community classes such as yoga and Tai Chi  
• Evening uses such as small cultural events, outdoor dining, theatre-related activities 
• Its proximity to the Capitol Theatre and its location between the theatre district and Central 

Station, means the site is ideally positioned to support pre and post-theatre gathering 

Infrastructure that supports activations and engagement: 

• Elements that recognise Gadigal culture 
• Elements that recognise cultures of Thaitown and Chinatown 
• Art installations 
• Accessible toilets 
• Bubblers 
• Improving ground surface and drainage 
• Considering sufficient hardstand areas for event tents/gazebos 
• Covered outdoor pavilion-like structures to improve the usability during and post rainy days 
• Sufficient garbage bins and regular cleaning 
• Outdoor gym equipment 
• Larger playground for children 
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• Water features 
• A vintage carousel 
• Fenced-off area as a dog park 
• Café or coffee cart 
• Kiosk and / or news agency 

   

The Bandstand and Playspace (17 responses) 
The bandstand space was seen as an important part of activating Belmore park. The majority of 
the overall survey consultation participants (70%) were supportive or strongly supportive of the 
proposal to interpret the bandstand as a play space. 

However, there were 10 people in the survey’s comments sections who wanted the structure 
retained and renovated for use.  

These people were concerned about the loss of the historical and heritage value of the bandstand 
architecture and the loss of its activation potential. Ideas for reuse expressed included: 

• retain bandstand and use for live music - create green spaces and seating for audiences 
• bandstand is a beautiful piece of history and architecture and should be converted into a 

café or restaurant 
• restore and use as a seating area for a kiosk cafe nearby 
• lighting the bandstand well can make this space feel safe at night 
• retain and adapt existing Bandstand for daytime and evening use of the space, including for 

small-scale hospitality or social gatherings 
• convert the bandstand into a temple 

It was also suggested that further consultation was needed regarding the future of the bandstand, 
including with First Nations communities to determine interpretation. Other comments raised 
concerns that the playspace would be near the cycling route and this might be dangerous, while 
others suggested the inclusion of other elements like a slide or that the space be used for an 
outdoor gym or a vintage carousel.     

 
Homelessness (15 responses) 
The presence of homeless people in the park was noted in the written survey comments, with the 
majority of people advocating for their right to use the park and support services indicating it was 
an important place where they could connect with people in need of support.  

Particular issues raised in support of homeless people were:  

• ensure hostile architecture (specifically seating designed to be uncomfortable for sleeping) 
is not installed in the park 

• suggestions that the upgrade can also be accompanied by further resources/consideration 
for community support services, eg: kiosk for support services to use to provide support, 
dedicated space for vehicles (with water and power) and ways for support vehicles to enter 
and leave the park safely.  

• Concerns were raised about the displacement of homeless people during any planned 
renewal works in the park and how City of Sydney are planning for this 

Those with concerns about the presence of people experiencing homelessness in Belmore park 
suggested: 

• Extra seating would encourage more homeless people to come to the park 
• Presence of homeless people reduces the appeal of the park for the wider public 
• Presence of homeless people can make the park feel unsafe 
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Landscaping, lawns and planting (14 responses) 
Suggestions for gardens and landscaping included the inclusion of colourful flowers, more trees 
and shade and an embracing of a “nature look”. The need to use non-allogenic planting was 
mentioned – in relation to this, the removal of London plane trees was also suggested. 

It was suggested that there is sufficient current lawn and garden beds but that more considered 
interfaces between the soil and the footpath were required eg: low garden walls. It was also noted 
that some of the current tree planting drop seeds and become a slip hazard on the paths.  

The community emphasised that Belmore park is also an important habitat for animals and this 
should be supported by the renewal: 

It's also where a lot of locals gravitate to wildlife in the area. This plan needs to factor in water 
stations for the birds and fauna as well as catering to humans.  

Similarly, a “bird area” was suggested: “A grassy patch. Some seating facing inwards. A water 
source.” 

The shaded, damp nature of Belmore park’s ground surface was noted on a number of occasions 
and the need for better irrigation and drainage design was emphasised.  

 
Lighting (9 responses) 
The lighting plan for the park was well received with all comments in support. Additional 
suggestions included having lighting at multiple heights (overhead and at ground level): 

“Lighting at various heights to improve night visibility and safety, with passive surveillance.” 

 

People also mentioned the importance of using lighting for both safety and decoration.  

“Halo lights around trees could be a good option to improve lighting and make the park more 
attractive at night.” 

 

Furniture (9 responses) 
The proposal for more seating was well received. People suggested more flexible seating 
arrangements would be good, with a mix of benches, tables and chairs and single seats. Chairs 
that were moveable was also suggested and seating options integrated into the gardens:  

“I like the kind of chairs there are in Paris parks, metal movable ones so you can relax in them 
and move where the sun suits. Perhaps some more privacy for sitting around? I feel a bit 
exposed when sitting on the grass like everyone from work can see me as I lounge there.” 

The need for picnic tables to encourage socialising was mentioned numerous times:   

“…during the daytime I would really like to be able to sit at a picnic table to eat my lunch, 
rather than try and balance it on my knee. I often also like to sit in the park early in the morning 
and read the newspaper - that would be so much easier if there was a table to sit at. There 
doesn't have to be many of them, but just a few dotted around the park.” 

“…a few picnic tables where people could eat and socialise, not just sit, would make the space 
even more welcoming” 

A small number of people were concerned that more seating would encourage a larger number of 
homeless people to sleep in the park.  
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Children’s playground (7 responses) 
The current plan proposes the bandstand be interpreted as a play space and this was supported 
by 70% of the 139 survey participants. A small number of people (7) made comments suggesting 
that the renewal design include a specific children’s playground saying this was needed in this part 
of the city and would encourage families to visit and spend time in the park.  

“A playground would also be good — we take our kids out to dinner in Chinatown frequently 
and there’s not really anywhere around this part of it for kids to run around.” 

“The city is in need of more playgrounds, with the nearest large playground to the CBD being 
Darling Harbour, which is not always an easy distance from all parts of the city.” 

“…please put a whole proper play space in the park near it [bandstand interpretation] so it’s 
attractive for family picnics etc. & worth visiting. Prince Alfred Park nearby is also devoid of big 
great play facilities - aka a concept like at the Tramsheds or Darling Park. Given Belmore Park 
is often wet/damp it could be a splash area or wet play theme like at Glebe.” 

 

Pathways (6 responses) 
The way people riding and walking interact on the paths was the most commonly discussed issue 
with respect to the path design. Other ideas raised by the community were:  

• Support for renewal of pathway surfaces 
• Current paths can get slippery in wet weather with seeds falling from trees 
• Footpath paving similar to Hyde park should be considered 
• Pathways should not be made any narrower 
• Support was expressed for the proposed pathway access across Railway Colonnade Drive  

 
Access – better connecting edges to surrounding city (6 responses) 
Some people said that Belmore park felt closed-off from the surrounding city: 

“Please prioritise as many open connections with the surrounding area as possible — despite 
being such a big space it feels a bit “closed off” and hard to get to, because of the fences 
along the eastern and western edges.” 

There was support for the existing plans to explore a pathway into Railway Colonnade Drive. 

Other suggestions for creating better connecting edges to its surrounds were:  

• pedestrianisation of Railway Colonnade drive 
• a grande, wide staircase to access the Railway Colonnade drive on western side with 

seating, potential amphitheatre and exercise space 

“The large roads surrounding Belmore park make it feel very disconnected from the city - 
sightlines to the park, removal of traffic (potentially through less lanes) or pedestrian links to 
the park must be implemented for any meaningful change of Belmore park to occur.” 

 
Gathering Space (3 responses) 
The concept of a new gathering space for community entertainment and activities was strongly 
supported overall, and people expressed the need for ongoing consultation about its final form.  
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Renewal inspiration (3 responses) 
The community is excited about the prospect of the Belmore park renewal, as evidenced by the 
strong overall support expressed for the proposed concept design. Beyond the specific park 
elements already discussed, people suggested a number of overarching ideas as inspirational: 

“Sydney could develop a similar concept to "Lau Pa Sat" in Singapore, also look to the Old 
Quarter in Hanoi where folks of all ages come together for healthy leisure (no alcohol, just 
good clean fun) and everyone is welcome!” 

“Make sure you blend Asian town vibes with Gadigal country…Look how you did Darling 
Square and Sydney park for some inspiration.”  

 

 

Written comments received via email 
22 written submissions were received via email and one via phone. The themes raised are 
discussed as follows: 
 

 

 
Activation infrastructure and ideas (12 responses) 
Many community members who emailed submissions provided suggestions about ways the 
activation of Belmore park could be enriched through supporting infrastructure, wayfinding signage 
and plaques outlining its relationship to other parts of Sydney, its history, as well as providing ideas 
for events that would engage the public and encourage people to stay for longer in the park.  
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Wayfinding signage 
Community members noted the role Belmore park plays as an arrival hub for people entering 
Sydney. As such they emphasised the importance of clear, multilingual signage and pedestrian 
pathways that guide people into the surrounding areas including areas of Haymarket (eg: 
Chinatown and Thaitown).  

It was noted that Belmore park could be a welcoming arrival point for international students and 
visitors, with clearer orientation and access to nearby places of interest and amenities. 

 
Public art, plaques and interpretive signage 
Community members highlighted the deep and varied history of Belmore park to many people of 
diverse cultural backgrounds. It was suggested that public art, plaques, interpretive signage or 
digital storytelling in the park was one way to ensure that these histories were meaningfully 
acknowledge and celebrated in a way that was visible, engaging and future-focused.  

It was noted that these artworks and histories should be developed in collaboration with community 
members and artists from the particular communities the works are celebrating and that there 
should be opportunities for intergenerational voices, particularly elders and youth to contribute to 
the vision for the park. 

Specific suggestions included:  

• First Nations sculptures and artworks 
• Interpretive signage about the history of First Nations people and the Stolen Generations  
• Interpretive signage about the long-standing presence of Chinese Australians in the area – 

early Chinese market gardeners, merchants, community leaders, and the evolution of 
Chinatown as a cultural precinct. 

• Artworks by Chinese Australian artists that reflect the community’s historical and 
contemporary contributions to Sydney 

• Paving pattern and sculptural forms that reference traditional Chinese symbolism 
• Collaborative projects that engage local community groups, schools, and cultural 

organisations. 
• A plaque detailing the park’s early colonial history – including early uses of the space, 

history of the name, and changes over time.  
• Water feature: striking fountain (eg Hyde park), or modest fountain, waterfall element, or 

reflective pond  
 

Recreational infrastructure  
• Table tennis tables, large chess sets 
• Space for small-scale circus performances and/or children’s pantomimes 
• Space for regular public talks and presentations by thought leaders for the general public  
• Open, flexible central area to support community use, including small-scale events and 

cultural activities e.g. Asia Live 2026, food festivals, cultural celebrations, aligned with 
Haymarket’s character  

• Multiple public pull-up bars and other fitness equipment, including at northern end 
• Dog drinking fountain (see Harmony park in Surry Hills) 
• Small dog park 
• Bubblers 
• Public toilets: safe, accessible and inclusive amenities, including baby-change facilities 
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Landscaping and design (11 responses) 
Community members made suggestions about the parks landscaping with respect to its trees, 
plantings and overall design.  

 
Trees, gardens and plantings  

• Recommend selective tree removals and/or pruning to increase solar access  
• Seasonal gardens and floral displays  
• A focus on Australian native and Indigenous plants such as Grevillea and Kangaroo paws 
• Manicured lawns showcasing colourful flowers  
• Plantings that reference traditional Chinese symbolism  
• Native endemic species should be planted on the Western end of Belmore Park to connect 

with existing planting on Barlow Street to support biodiversity.  
• Enhance existing plantings and sandstone edge lines, maintaining integrity of what exists 

now, in its 'original' state 
• Plant out Western hill (Pitt Street end) with more endemic native plants and the Eastern hill 

(Elisabeth Street end), including understory plantings of small herbage and grasses. 
Maintaining small strip of lawn nearest existing paths, for overflow of people in events, 
rallies, lunchtime sunshine 

• Maintaining existing lawn areas for simplest of maintenance (circular or oval), maintaining 
existing continuity of landscapes of interflowing spaces into the Rotunda area to lower 
Lawns 

• Control the habitats of birds to manage overall population but not to eliminate them 

 

Overall design 
• New paved viewing and meeting area at south end of the park facing Central station - 

landmark meeting point, photo opportunity, and potential viewing area for visual projection 
displays and activations, such as Vivid. 

• Lawns and paths to enhance beauty and coherence, similar to the strong spatial structure 
found in Hyde Park 

• Re-establish the historic features of the original 19th-century design including diagonal 
pathways, a central fountain, and stone pillar entrances. 

• Pedestrian-friendly design into and through park 
• Access should be improved from Central Station, reduce car lanes on Eddy Ave. 

 
Cycling and pedestrians (7 responses) 
Similarly to feedback from survey respondents the primary concern was the challenges of cyclist 
and pedestrian interaction in the park, which people characterised as congested and unsafe. The 
solutions suggested, mirror those discussed earlier in this report: 

 

• A separated cycle path that connects Eddy Avenue to Castlereagh Street on the eastern 
edge of the park. This included suggestions for a cycleway where the current eastern path 
is, physically separated, or visually distinct from, the pedestrian zone; as well as a separate 
cycleway further east of the existing path closest to the railway overpass  

• The eastern pathway that connects Eddy Avenue to Castlereagh Street should have clear 
delineation for pedestrians and cyclists 
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• Institute bike 'traffic-calming' measures to reduce the speed of bikes traveling through 
Belmore park to protect pedestrian safety. The point was made that cyclists need to be 
reminded of the 10km per hour speed limit  

• Reorganising the transition at the lights on Eddy Avenue as the dedicated bike lane turns 
into a shared lane which runs into Belmore park along the eastern path. As in survey 
feedback this was identified as a particular “chokepoint” which interrupts the flow of traffic.  

 
Bandstand (6 responses) 
The people who made written submissions about the Bandstand primarily felt that it should be 
restored and activated. People made the following suggestions:  

• Restore and activate the historic rotunda pavilion as a focal point within the park  
• Bandstand could be an Indigenous café offering food made from bush tucker  
• Consider options that celebrate the Bandstand’s heritage and respect its significant fabric 
• Rotunda should be restored and utilized for music and cultural purposes - as a Cultural Arts 

Performing Space or Display Space of Community Projects  
• The design of the new recreational facility, be it a play space or other facility should 

consider potential integration of the bandstand, ensuring that any intervention respects and 
enhances its heritage significance 

• Adaptive reuse of the bandstand as an interactive or shaded gathering point  

 

Lighting (4 responses) 
Community feedback suggested that lighting was important for safety and for creating a welcoming 
and comfortable atmosphere. Feedback suggested warm light rather than cool tones should be 
used and made the point that lighting should take into account the potential disturbance to birds 
and other animals that live in the park.  

Lighting ideas were: 

• Use subtle uplighting of mature trees at night 
• Use warm white lighting rather than harsh cool white tones 
• Use solar-powered tree lighting for enhancement and visual effect of 'Avenues of trees’ at 

night 
• Focus on well-placed, low-glare pole-mounted fixtures for visibility and sense of safety 

needed at night, while avoiding unnecessary light spill and support the park’s biodiversity 
• Catenary lighting, while visually appealing, may disturb birds that nest in the park  

 
Furniture (4 responses) 
Some people suggested the need for more flexible seating and table options and bins that cannot 
be opened by the general public. Specific suggestions were: 

 

• Picnic tables or small reading tables placed in quieter pockets of the park 
• more group-friendly seating (bench seating with tables, or curved and/or rounded seating 

arrangements)  
• movable chairs  
• garbage bins that can't be opened by the general public 
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Safety (4 responses) 
Safety was again raised as a concern in Belmore park with specific suggestions to improve safety 
as follows:  

• Improve solar access and light in the park by thinning the tree canopy 
• Improve sightlines by trimming shrubbery (particularly at the North-West entry point)  
• Improve path surface which currently pose tripping risks 
• Have a small police presence patrol the park 
• People should have a licence to protest in the park 
• Install CCTV cameras in the park  

 

Homelessness (3 responses) 
Some community members emphasised the need to support people experiencing homelessness, 
during construction and after the upgrades have been completed.  

“Homeless people are members of the public too but often parks are designed in ways that 
either ignore or deliberately discourage them from using the space.” 

 

People made the following comments:  

• That the renewal should provide a clearer dedicated space for the homeless people  
• The renewal process should include a clear approach for supporting those who currently 

rely on the park as their home 
• Homeless people should not be merely displaced during renewal but be provided pathways 

into accommodation 
• Homelessness services highlighted their needs such as: safe access for two vans via 

established pathways or solid ground, access to water and space for grey water evacuation 
and provision of two power points. 

“Our primary interest is ensuring that the park remains a functional, inclusive, and safe 
environment for all community members, including those experiencing homelessness and 
hardship.” 

 
Children’s Playground (2 responses) 
Two people suggested the inclusion of a children’s playground, one person suggesting the 
northern end of the park under the London Plane Trees as a good location. 

 
Gathering Space (1 response) 

“The inclusion of a community gathering space is supported. However, a more sympathetic, 
tiered seating arrangement, designed in an amphitheatre style is likely to offer greater 
practicality and comfort for group activities than relying solely on lawn areas.” 
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Pop-ups in Belmore Park 
 
Summary of Pop-ups in Belmore Park 
During the consultation period we held three pop-ups in Belmore Park. We scheduled these for 
times of peak usage: Early morning (8am – 9:30am), lunchtime (12pm-2pm) and evening (4pm – 
6pm). 

We spoke to a range of park users but especially commuters walking and riding through the park, 
local residents walking their dogs, office workers walking through the park or eating lunch and 
homelessness service providers.  

At the pop-ups the plans were printed on large boards and members of the community 
engagement and project design teams were present to speak with the community. The pop-ups 
were a great opportunity to explain in person to the community the proposed renewal of the park.  

Many community members took flyers and said they intended to fill in a survey or email us their 
feedback and distribute to colleagues. An overview of topics discussed is listed below with the 
feedback and concerns being in line with feedback gathered via surveys and emails.  

The community were generally positive about the proposals and appreciative of improvements 
being made to the park. People felt that Belmore Park was an important green space within the 
CBD that was in need of renewal and had great potential.  

 

Specific topics included: 

• Address conflict between pedestrians and cyclists 

• Great to see more seating / comfortable park spaces for office workers  

• Suggestions for movable chairs and tables so people could eat in comfort  

• Supportive of improved lighting, particularly decorative lighting 

• Positive to have an open-air platform for small events 

• Supportive of removing gardens on the western edge of the park to improve sight lines.  

• Bandstand – the majority of feedback was positive about the proposed play space. 
However, some a small number of people suggested that the building should be retained as 
a café or a community space with options for activities like ping-pong tables.  

• Homelessness services explained ongoing need for vehicle access, access to water, power 
and water disposal in the delivery of their services. 
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Appendices 
Appendix A: Communications overview 
 

The following is a snapshot of the outcomes of communications activities undertaken to 
support the consultation. Activities reached a range of audience segments via City of 
Sydney channels. 
  

Activity                Outcome 

Sydney Your Say webpage 1.  2002 views.   
 

City of Sydney Lord Mayor letter   2.   Delivered to 5522 owners, residents and 
businesses within a 450-metre radius of 
the park on 9 March 2026. 

On-site signage 3. On-site signage was erected in various 
locations around the park. 

Sydney Your Say e-news 4. Consultation was included in the Sydney 
Your Say e-newsletter on March 12 to 
3997 subscribers.  

Haymarket Precinct page e-news 5. Consultation was listed on the Haymarket 
Precinct page on 9 March and included in 
the Haymarket precinct newsletter on 24 
March, sent to 448 subscribers.  

Stakeholder emails 6. Email notifications about the consultation 
were sent to 665 stakeholders on 10 
March.  

Social media 7. Social media posts were made on 11 
March, 2026 (Instagram -10,039 views, 
facebook - 5710 views and Linkedin - 
2306 members reached) and on March 
23 (Instagram – 42,598 views, Facebook 
- 6,145 views). 
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Appendix B: Communications activities 
 

Sydney Your Say web page: 
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The website material was translated into Simplified Chinese: 
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The website material was translated into Thai: 
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Concept Design: 
The Belmore Park concept design was made available as a downloadable PDF from the webpage 
in English, Simplified Chinese and Thai: 
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Belmore park concept design in Thai 
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Belmore park concept design in Simplified Chinese 
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Survey: The consultation survey was accessible from the consultation webpage in English, 
Simplified Chinese and Thai. The survey was also supplied in hard-copy to community 
members.  
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This consultation was included in Sydney Your Say E-newsletter on March 12, 2026. 

 
 

 
This consultation was included in Haymarket Precinct E-newsletter on March 24, 2026. 
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On-site signage was displayed in the park 
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A5 flyers promoting the consultation were distributed at pop-ups: 
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Pop-ups in Belmore park: three pop-ups were held in Belmore park where the consultation 
boards were on display and members of staff present to speak with community members. 
 

   

56



Engagement report –  
Belmore park renewal 

40 
 

Consultation Letter 
A consultation notification letter from the Lord Mayor was delivered to 5522 owners, residents and 
businesses within a 450-metre radius of the park on 9 March 2026. 
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Social media posts were made on Instagram, facebook and linkedin on 11 March, 2026.

59



Engagement report –  
Belmore park renewal 

43 
 

Social media posts were made on Instagram and facebook and linkedin on 23 March, 2026. 
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